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thun fo difquieted ioit hin me? Put I truſt in God. 3 


5 3 Pſalm xlii ver. 6.7% 
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Why art thou ſo full of heavineſs, O my ſoul ? And why art 
thou ſo diſquieted within me ? Put thy truft in God. 
| Pſalm xlii. ver. 6, 7. 


H Y droops the head, why languiſhes the eye, 
3 What means the flowing tear and frequent figh 
"i Where are the lenient medicines to impart, 


= Their balmy virtues to a bleeding heart? 
4 Fruitleſs are all attempts of kind relief, 
To mix her cordial and allay my grief; 
So ſtrong my anguiſh ſo ſecure my pain, 
Weak is philoſophy, and reaſon vain 3 
2 8 
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Their rules TIE fuel make my -paſſion plow; w ESL; 
Quicken each pang, and point the ſting of woe : 
Imagination labours but in vain, *. 

While darkening clouds intoxicate the brain ; 

Faney no * ideas can ſuggeſts . 
To lull the raging tümult in my bret. 
In vain or mirth invites, or friendſhip calls; 

Wit dies a jeſt, and converſation pallls. 
The works of art and nature dull appear, 

And each corroding thought creates deſpair; 

No ſcenes amuſe me, which amus'd before, 
And what delighted once, delights no more. 


Tho' all creation beautiful appears, 


And nature's aſpect, a rich verdure wears; 

Yet ſtill her bloom with ſick'ning eyes I ſee; 

And all her luxury is loſt on me. 
The budding plants of- variegated hue, | tt * W 
The bloſſom opening with the morning due, | 
The vernal breeze that. gently fans the bowers,, 
The ſmiling meadows; and, enliy'ning ſhow'rs.  , -. 
The enamel'd garden where che Works of eo 1-1 n 
Give ſtrength to nature and freſn charms impart, 
Where gaudy pinks, and hluſhing roſes: bloom, 

Rich in array, and pregnant with perfume, 


Where 
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Where Flora ſmiling ſees her offspring vie, 
To ſpread their beauties, and regale the eye. 
All, all in vain, with charms united glow, 
To deck the ſcene, or gild the face of woe. 
So when the morning lark aſcending fings, 
While joy attunes her voice, and mounts her wings. 
Tho' to her chearful notes the hills reply, 
And warbling muſic gladdens all the ſky ; 
Still in her ſtrains no pleaſing charms I find, 
No ſweet enchantment to compoſe my mind, 
In vain the Sun his gaudy pride diſplays, 
No genial warmth attends his brighteſt rays ; 
So when his abſent light the' moon ſupplies, 
And planets glitter to enrich the ſkies ; 
No gleam of comfort from their luſtre flows, 


No harbinger of peace, or calm repoſe ; 
But gloomy vapours o'er the night prevail, 
And peſtilence is ſpread in every gale. 


Thus weaken'd by a gradual decay, 
In ſighs I paſs the melancholy day, 
And drink life's bitter draught without allay. 


But ſtop, raſh man, thy plaintive ſtrain ſuppreſs, 


With chriſtian patience learn to acquieſce : 
B 2 
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F The inſtructive yoice of reaſon calmly hear, 

1 And let religion check the flowing tear: 

1. Whate'er the will of providence aſſigns, 

Tis infidelity alone repines; | 

But thoſe who truſt in God, diſdain to grieve, 

And what our father ſends, with joy receive ; 

Whoſe ſharp corrections teſtify his love, bs 

And certain bleſſings in the end will prove: 

Who ſees how man would err without controul, _ 


| Afflicts the body to improve the ſoul, 

| And by chaſtiſing part, preſerves the whole; 
So that tho* low'ring ſkies and threat'ning gales, 
Shou'd raiſe a mighty ſtorm and rend the fails ; 
Yet if calm reaſon at the helm preſide, 
My little Bark ſhall ſtem both wind and tide, 

| And adverſe currents ſhall at laſt convey, 

This ſhatter'd veſſel to the realms of day, 

; Thus ſatisfied, how raſh it is for man, 

* When under God's correction to complain; 

| My ſoul with fad diſquietude oppreſt, 

| DireAs her flight to heaven in ſearch of reſt, 

| And refuge takes, which peace at laſt will bring, 

43 Beneath the ſhadow of the almighty wing ; 

On him I fix my mind, and place my truſt, 


A being, infinitely wiſe, and juſt ; | 
| 2 And 


3 

And if his providence ſome beams create, 

To brighter the complexion of my fate, 

My thankful tribute to his throne Ill raiſe, 

In ſongs of gratitude, and joy, and praiſe. 

But ſhould indulgence ſuit not his deſigns, 

Who evil into happineſs refines, 

Let due ſubmiſſion make my burthen light, 

And may I think whatever is, is right, 

Then be not thou diſquieted, my foul, 

Have lively faith, and faith will make thee whole. 
When heaven inflicts, with calmneſs bear the ſtroke, 
Since to repine is only to provoke. 

Learn to adore the being of thy God, 

And kiſs the ſacred hand, that holds the rod. 

That ſacred hand which firſt the heart explores, 


© Probes every wound, and ſearches all its ſores, 
© Then the right medicine properly applies, 
To cleanſe the part where all th' infection lies. 


Hear this thou coward man, nor dread the ſmart, 


Which, tho? it ſtings, will purify the heart, 


For reſignation will promote the cure, 


And tho” the means are ſharp, the end is ſure, 
Since then afflictions are thro' mercy ſent, 


To be of good the happy inſtrument, 
Since 
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5 Since for the nobleſt end they are deſign; dd. 
; To form the judgment, to improve the mind, 1013 or 
% | To curb our paſſions, to direct our love, : 11 oi 
Fi To awe mankind, to ſpeak a God above, . 


Oh! may I view them with religious eye, 


Without a murmur, and without reply, 
Hence ſhall I taſte the ſweets that evils bring, 


. 
_ 


And ſuck the honey, while I feel the: ſting, 
Hence ſhall I learn, the bitter cup to bleſs, 
| And drink it as a draught of happineſs, . 


[ A wholſome | potion, which (though mix'd with gall) 
May ſtill preſerve my life, my ſoul, my all. 

1 So, tho” the promis'd fruit ſhould fail the vine, 

| The fig-tree ſicken, and its bloom decline, | 
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| 
i The labours of the olive prove in vain, 4» 


8 And flocks infected, periſh on the plain, 

' 'The corn, and oyl, and wine, at once decreaſe, 
| The fields grow barren, and the harveſt ceaſe, _ 
8 Tho' baffled Hinds their fruitleſs toil deplore; 
| And vales unchearful, laugh and ſing no more, 
Vet ſtill with gladneſs would I ferve the Lord, 


Adore his wiſdom, and obey his word. | | 
y Hear then, O God, regard a ſuppliant's prayer, 

| Sooth all my pangs, and ſoften my deſpair, | 2 
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Illuminate my ſoul with gladſome rays, 


And tune my voice- to thy eternal praiſe. 
Diſpel the clouds of darkneſs from my eyes, 
And let me know, that to be good, is wiſe. 
Let chriſtian precepts all my ſoul employ, 
And be not more my duty than 'my joy, 
Let conſcience void of art, and free from guile, 
Still in my boſom, innocently ſmile, 
Her chearful beams, ſhall gild the gloom of fate, 
And make me happy, in whatever ſtate. 
Hence ſhall I learn, my tribute to improve, 
If poor, by patience, and if rich, by love. 
If fortune ſmiles, let me be virtue's friend, 
And when I go, let charity attend, 
Within my boſom, let compaſſion dwell, 
To ſoften all the woes that others feel; 
T'aſſuage, by kind relief, affliction's ſighs, 
And wipe the falling tear from widows' eyes; 
To feed the hungry, the diſtreſs'd to chear, 
The needy, ſuccour, and the feeble, rear; 
Hence ſhall my mind, enflam'd by public good, 
Unſhaken ſtand, in midſt of plenty's flood; 
Hence ſhall I ſcorn temptation's gilded bait, 
Look with diſdain upon the pomp of ſtate, 
And by humility be truly great 
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(10 ) 

But if it be thy bleſſed will to ſpread, v)2ttiemeti; 
Clouds of thick darkneſs low'ring'o'er my head; 
Let me have grace, to know they are deſign'd, - 
To check my follies, and improve my mind; 
Let me have grace, to know in my diſtreſs, 
I ſtill to thee, may have a free acceſs, : | * · 
And be an heir, (tho' all the world ſhould frown;} - 
Of heavenly glory, and a future crown. .- 
From theſe reflections, true contentment flows, 1 
Contentment, ſuch as grandeur ſeldom, knows, | 
Hence in the lowly cot, a reliſh ſprings, © | 538358! 1 
Above the taſte of courts, or pride oſ kings. 
Thus in the flood of wealth be thou my guide 5 
And ſteer my courſe, twixt avarice and pride, | 
Or in the ebb of fortune, teach my mind, 
To know its duties, and to be refign'd ; 
Prepare me to receive, or good or ill, 
As the reſult of thy almighty will. 
Thy will, whoſe chief delight, and gen'ral plan, 
Is to promote the happineſs of man. 
Be every ſenſual appetite ſuppreſs'd, 
Nor the leaſt taint lie lurking in my breaſt; 
Let ſteady reaſon my affections guide, 
And calm content fit ſmiling by my fide, 

\ 1 Teach 
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Teach me; with ſcorn to view the things below, 
As gaudy phantoms, and as empty ſhew ; 

But fix my mind upon the things above, 

As the ſole object of a chriſtian's love. 

Make me reflect on an eternal home, 

A dying Saviour, and a world to come. 

Direct me, virtue's happy courſe to run, 

And let me, ſo inſtructed by thy ſon 

In every ſtation ſay, thy will be done. 
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